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Paris in the 1920s and “Autobiography”: 
Aesthetics of Modernism Handed Down from Stein to Hemingway
?????????
Abstract
What aesthetic emotions were evoked by modernist writers from ?Paris in the 
????s?? And why are these emotions that form their memories of ?Paris in the ????s? often 
manifested in the style of autobiography? In The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas, published in 
????, Gertrude Stein called Ernest Hemingway a ?yellow,? which she meant as a ?coward.? 
Hemingway was enraged by Stein?s comment and threatened several years after it was made 
to set the record straight with his own memoirs – but only after he was out of good ideas and 
incapable of writing anything else. Nevertheless, Hemingway did eventually end up writing 
his own memoir, A Moveable Feast, in the last years of his life, remembering his Paris days in the 
????s exactly as Stein had done. What were Hemingway?s intentions in writing his memoir? 
In this paper, with a focus on Stein?s The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas and Hemingway?s A 
Moveable Feast, the characteristics of autobiography and autobiographical novels written by 
modernist writers will be examined from the viewpoints of self-definition, self-representation 


















????the confessions of the real Ernest Hemingway??????????????????????




















































































I remember very well the impression I had of Hemingway that first afternoon. He was an 
extraordinarily good-looking young man, twenty-three years old. It was not long after that that 
everybody was twenty-six. It became the period of being twenty-six. During the next two or 
three years all the young men were twenty-six years old. It was the right age apparently for that 
time and place. [...] If they were young men they were twenty-six. Later on, much later on they 
were twenty-one and twenty-two.???????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????-???????????????
???In Our Time, ???????????F????????????????F. Scott Fitzgerald???
????????????????????????????????????????????
















Gertrude Stein, in her work, has always been possessed by the intellectual passion for 
exactitude in the description of inner and outer reality. She has produced a simplification by 




































So finally I would write one true sentence, and then go on from there. It was easy then because 
there was always one true sentence that you knew or had seen or had heard someone say. If 
I started to write elaborately, or like someone introducing or presenting something, I found 
that I could cut that scrollwork or ornament out and throw it away and start with the first true 







??????????????They [Sherwood Anderson?s short stories] were simply written and 


















??But what about the old man with beautiful manners and a great name who came to the 
hospital in Italy and brought me a bottle of Marsala or Campari and behaved perfectly, and 
then one day you would have to tell the nurse never to let that man into the room again?? I 
asked.












It never occurred to me until many years later that anyone could hate anyone because they 
had learned to write conversation from that novel that started off with the quotation from the 








































































???????????????????????????????? ?The Early Eye and The Ear 
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